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Celebrating 20 years of suPPor‘t for Star of HOPC

It is hard to believe that Trees of Hope has been raising funds exclusively for
Star of Hope for twenty years. When Carloss and Doris Morris vision of a
social event to raise money and awareness of Star of Hope and Houston's
homeless became a reality in 1990, little did they know that this group
would continually take the party to new heights each year. What began as a
week-long Festival of Trees, involving the whole family and hundreds of
volunteers and man hours to orchestrate, evolved into a one night black tie
gala in 1996 with a specially invited entertainer. And now our glittering gala poris and. Carloss Morris long time Star of
features party dance bands, a live auction; a silent auction of trees and 'opeChairmn

wreaths created by talented Houston artisans, other holiday items, and unique gifts; Feed a Child at Star
of Hope; and The Hope Tree which allows guests to purchase needed things for Star of Hope. Proceeds
from last year's gala allowed us to provide a $450,000 gift to Star of Hope. Trees of Hope is proud to
announce that its 20 years of signature tree studded events have allowed us to contribute over
$6.3 million in support of Star of Hope. Who knows what we can do in the next 20 years!
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’ * Gala co-chairs DeeDee Marsh and Kelli Weinzierl
Trees of Hope to Honor Lynn Wyatt
Trees of Hope is excited to announce that this, our 20th anniversary year, we are honoring Lynn Wyatt
for her continued hands on involvement with Trees of Hope since its inception in 1990. As Carloss
Morris was asking wives of his influential friends and Star of Hope board members to volunteer and
organize the first event, he asked Lynn Wyatt to be a Tree Judge of the beautifully decorated trees on
display that would be sold the night of the party. As the story goes, Lynn said that she could not lend
her name for a cause that she did not personally believe in. So Kathy Tabor toured Mrs. Wyatt through
each Star of Hope facility, where Lynn saw firsthand the love, caring and hope they provide. She also
realized that staff were trying to figure out how to get hundreds of turkeys for Thanksgiving Dinner
donated. The next day a truck pulled up with the needed turkeys - from Lynn and Oscar Wyatt because
they saw the need. In addition to countless turkey’'s over the years, the Wyatt's have also donated
several vans that visit the homeless living on the streets to offer them blankets. In fact, Mrs. Wyatt has
donned her jeans on more than one occasion to go out on the vans to give blankets and water. This is
how Lynn operates - seeing a need and then taking care of it. Since graduating from tree judge that
first year, Lynn has been actively involved with Trees of Hope not only as a generous benefactor but as
an inspirational advisor offering her knowledge and encouragement in every aspect. She has chaired the
gala twice, served on just about every committee, and has only missed one of the 20 galas - that is
dedication. Mrs. Wyatt is equally involved with Star of Hope, its luncheon and annually lights the
Christmas tree with the children at Star of Hope's Transitional Living Center. Lynn Wyatt has never been
willing for us to honor her because she is “just doing what needs to be done”. However, this year when
gala chairs DeeDee Marsh and Kelli Weinzierl asked her, she thought long and hard before finally saying
“yes”, and only because this is a major anniversary! Thank you Lynn Wyatt for your hands on attitude
and giving heart - Trees of Hope is honored to have you among its dear friends.
Learn more about our Swinging on a Star Gala on page 4

Lynn Wyatt, Honoree



MEMBERSHIP The Trees of Hope Guild began its year with six new lifetime Guild members. These gracious ladies
with a long term heart for our mission, Star of Hope, are Candace Dickerson, Jennifer Ducote, Bonnie Fallin, Sunny
Haik, Rachel Schaeffer, and Elizabeth Stevenson. The Guild is our volunteer base which is used to provide several
hands-on projects at Star of Hope, and to supply the many volunteers needed to set up our fundraising gala event.
And of course we also have fun sc;.c_igil’ get-togethers!

THE FUN "Bellini’s and Bites”
Our Guild's spring “Bellini's and Bites” party held at past president Leigh
Smith's artful home was such fun. Guild chairs Christy Rowland and Terry
Prather hosted a lovely party with lots of great food and the Bellini machine
flowing freely! 2009 Gala co-chairs Kelley Lubanko and Mary Rothwell were
the highlight of the evening when they presented Star of Hope president
and CEO Hank Rush with our gift of $450,000 raised with our Star Light Star ® <3
Bright Gala. Christy and Terry presented “Above and Beyond” awards to B

Shannon Corbett and Margaret Pierce for their efforts with Guild events and -y !
A R e the gala. This was a fun party where guests were able to learn more about oty Wi oA e
Trees of Hope, its Guild, gala and how we help Star of Hope. 2010 Gala co-chairs DeeDee Marsh and Kelli
Weinzierl had signup sheets for people to join a gala committee or to donate a great tree, wreath or swag for our

_— J s Hope Floats

This year's theme for our 2nd annual Mother's Day party for the children at Star of Hope's Transitional Living Center
was "Hope Floats”. Chaired by Guild members Shannon Corbett and Terry Prather, guild volunteers helped the
children after school to decorate picture frames, pose for photographs for the frames, and put them into pretty
pastel gift bags filled with “pampering” goodies as gifts for their mother's for Mother's Day. There was even a
beautiful long stemmed pink rose for each of the mothers. We don't know who was more excited about the gifts,
the children or their Mother's! And no party is complete without refreshments - coke floats aka “Hope Floats” were
a big hit. Many of the children had never had one and were fascinated with the fizzing of the coke as it was added
to the ice cream. Needless to say, seconds were needed for just about everyone. The cute Jump Team from
Second Baptist School had everyone hopping with their energetic performance. The sweet children are so
appreciative of our activity, and it does our hearts good, knowing we are making a difference when one of them
says, "I have never given my Mom a gift before”. So many things that we take for granted are true blessings.
7} :




Their Shoes - A Back to School Story

= o=@ The Trees of Hope Guild holds two events each year for the approximately 70 children living at

S Star of Hope's Transitional Living Center. The fall event is themed “Back to School”, and centers

= around a current need at the mission. This year school shoes were the need, and the Guild

along with help from an anonymous donor were able to fill that need. It started with Guild

: Co-Chair Terry Prather contacting Sports Authority district manager Tony Patino to request his
S= help in allowing us to hold the event at the Post Oak store, and for a discount on shoes. He

. where the children could gather and receive snacks, balloons and have their faces painted. As
J soon as the children arrived on the bus from Star of Hope, the store's staff set about measuring
A 7| the children’s feet for proper fit and along with Guild members (and some of their children!)

Y . helped them select their new shoes. As all the commotion was going on, there was a man who
' happened to be in the store shopping for a fishing pole who noticed all the activity and
inquired as to the reason. When told it was to buy back to school shoes for children from Star
%  of Hope, he immediately said he would like to pay for them all!! Because of his generosity, the
:—i Guild is able to fill other needs for these children. God certainly does work in mysterious ways,
2  because the children were actually fifteen minutes early arriving, and if they had been on time,
| the gentleman would surely have already finished his shopping and been gone before they
arrived. There were quite a few tears of joy from the Guild members who were there for that
wonderful moment witnessing God at work. The children had a great time selecting their shoes
and joking around with each other and generally enjoying their last moments before the school
= year arrived. It was truly a happy time for everyone involved from the children to Guild
& members, store employees, and Star of Hope staff. As they head off to school in their new
1 shoes, and the excitement of the year ahead, it was nice to see the smiles on their faces. Thanks
o to all who participated for your time and compassion as you help the Star of Hope children get
W off on the right foot as the new school year begins!!

—

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED : The Fall Guild Social will be Tuesday,
The Trees of Hope Guild is our volunteer group, and we :Se tember 21 at Rome Salon and @ay Spcl'

need lots of volunteers to provide help for our many
activities throughout the year. Having volunteers helps

us keep expenses down which can increase our annual . . p
donation to Star of Hope. We will need volunteers to :Tﬁem will be ‘mea'{ L s Of Rome.s

help stuff our gala invitations in September, decorate s Signature  spa  1ituad while ~we st

trees and wreaths for our auction in October, help with . champagne. We will have mfo on the

ad sales and other gala committees, and help to set up :Jfantqst;c vo[unteer” Op}ZOT’tumtl?; f01’ the
and take down the auction on Saturday, November 13 ¢ Swmgmg on {ZStaT gcfla as wetl as mfo 07,1
at the Hilton-Americas. We also need volunteers to ;ot/ier upcoming events!! Come join tﬁeﬁln'

help with our annual Mother's Day and Back to School « ) . .
Parties which provide us with hands on interaction with 3Ifyou would [z&efurt/ier znformatzon on the

the children at Star of Hope's Transitional Living Center. Egul[d and what we do, p[edse check, out the
Call the Trees of Hope office at 713/942-8733 to : Irees of Hope website, treesofhopehouston.ory
volunteer, or go to our website ¢ orcall tﬁeoﬁ‘i’ce 713-942-8733.
www.treesofhopehouston.org/quild to print a Guild «

membership form. We look forward to hearing from EWe /iopeyou canjoin us!!!

you.

est Ave. ...looR for your invitation.

L[]
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x ¥ Eufinjz'nj on a Star X *
Gala Co chairs DeeDee Marsh and Kelli Weinzierl have been planning a spectacular gala for Trees of Hope's
20t anniversary of supporting Star of Hope! Beginning in 1990 with its Festival of Trees, TOH was able to donate
about $40,000 in cash and about $40,000 in computers. Last year's gift was $450,000. My how we have grown! The
festival evolved into big name entertainment and now features music for dancing yet still featuring our beautifully
decorated trees and other holiday items for auction. In our 20 year history of exclusively supporting Star of Hope,
Trees of Hope has contributed over $6.3 million. : S

The gala theme “Swinging on a Star” features a 40's style elegant supper club, complete with big band music pro-
vided by the Richard Brown Orchestra and dancing on the black and white dance floor. Wanting to keep everyone
on their toes, this year's gala has changed to Saturday night, and one week earlier, November 13 at the Hilton
Americas-Houston. During our reception hour, guests will be entertained by the sounds of Riff Raff. And trying to
get everyone “In the Mood", we will have a specialty Martini Bar! Of course our signature trees and wreaths will be
featured in the auction, and we will also have other fantastic live and silent auction items to bid upon. Last year's
first time “Cork Pull” was so popular that we are repeating it again this year. Please plan on joining us!

All proceeds of our gala will be used to support children served by Star of Hope. Last year Star of Hope provided
1,375 children under the age of 18 with nutritious meals, clean and warm beds, clothing, 54,836 diapers for the
infants, prepared 528 children for back to school with clothing and supplies; medical, dental and mental healthcare;
and toys for the children who had lost everything. Many recovery programs separate parents from their children,
but Star of Hope wants the whole family to reach stability together. Star of Hope strives to break the cycle of
poverty and homelessness in a family by providing the children good food, a healthy environment and tutoring to
help them catch up to their grade level.

R How you can help us! "
-

Star of Hope with help from Trees of Hope will give homeless children the joys of childhood.. We have enclosed an
underwriting donor table form with this newsletter. Please complete it and return it to the Trees of Hope office so
you won't be left out of our wonderful gala in support of the children served by Star.of Hope.
The trees and wreaths for auction represent our namesake and account for a significant portion of our monies
raised for Star of Hope. By donating a Tree or Wreath, you are helping the children, homeless for reasons out of
their control. We have a number of themes for you to chose from, decoration ideas, and gift item ideas. Create a
tree yourself, ask your favorite designer, enlist the help of a friend or assemble a group to decorate at our
“decorating day” on October 20 held at In Bloom, ask your business owner friends for gifts and donate a tree. Some
ideas we have in mind - school themed wreaths for Episcopal, Lamar, TCU, Memorial, St. John's, River Oaks Baptist,
A&M, Rice; and holidays such as Thanksgiving, Easter, Angel, Toys, Beach or ranch. Contact the Trees of Hope office
to sign up. And come to the gala’s auction to buy a one of a kind tree! B

de
Buy or sell ads for our gala program. Contact the Trees of Hope office for details.

Are you a wine lover? Trees of Hope always has a wine cellar or such featured in its auctions whichis created from
wine donated from the board, guild members, and.friends. This year, Sara Wilson, Stephanie Langenstein and Mary
Rothwell have arranged with Scott Spencer of the Houston Wine Merchant, 2646 S. Shepherd to give a 20% discount
on any bottle of wine purchased for the Trees of Hope wine collection beginning July 1 and ending October 31. For
anyone making a wine purchase or $ donation for wine, they will receive a 15% discount for any personal purchases.
Identify yourself as Trees of Hope to receive the discounts, and the Wine Merchant will hold your wine donation until
our auction. You can also call the Houston Wine Merchant, identify yourself as Trees of Hope, tell them your
purchase amount (which will have the 20% discount applied), and it can be charged to your credit card and the wine
stored there until the auction.  This is a great way to build our cellar and yours! Don't forget to stock up for
holidays and entertaining out of town guests. We would like each bottle of donated wine to be valued no less than
$50, and working up to WOW wines $100 and up. Last year our Cork Pull grand bottle was valued at almost $500!

If you or your friends have questions, suggestions or would like to have more information about Trees of
Hope, visit our website at www.treesofhopehouston.org. or call the office to talk with Shari or Gwen.

'._)k‘_-‘.l" ..+



GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT

CF TREES OF HOPE, MARY ROTHWELL

When I was looking for something extra meaningful to do with my time, I was inspired through
attending a Trees of Hope Guild Coffee. While I had heard of Star of Hope, I did not really know all
of the many facets of help they provide people down on their luck. Trees of Hope is a core of very

compassionate and generous women who are dedicated to improving our community by supporting
such a worthy public cause — homelessness. We are passionate about the mission and success of Star of Hope.

Before my first visit to Star of Hope, I was very nervous about touring a homeless shelter. Expecting to experience
the despair and hopelessness, I was amazed to witness just the opposite. It was truly one of my most uplifting
experiences. Star of Hope is filled with joy, love, kindness and Hope. They are reaching out to those who are in
the most desperate need of a helping hand — not a hand out but a hand up. Star of Hope is a Christ-centered
community making positive changes through structured programs which focus on spiritual growth, education,
employment, and life management.

No matter how busy people may be, they are still looking for opportunities to enrich their lives. Volunteer work is
a priceless opportunity and a great gift to the world. Through our many fun events, Trees of Hope is making great
strides in our fundraising efforts for Star of Hope. We hope you will be a part of our success.

New Lifetime Board Member

Longtime member Jo Ann Petersen was unanimously elected as a Lifetime Member of the
Trees of Hope Board of Trustees at its annual meeting in March.
member and treasurer in 1990, was honored as TOH outstanding volunteer 1990-1995 as she
continued as treasurer and other hands on activities. She has faithfully served on the Trees of
Hope Advisory Board for many years and continues to support all activities of the TOH Guild
and Gala. Trees of Hope appreciates Jo Ann’s continued service in support of the homeless.

JoAnn was a founding
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Gifts made in Honor of / from:

Charlotte Rothwell
Nancy and David Pustka

Lynn Wyatt
Sara and John Lindsey

Trees of Hope accepts gifts* in memory of
family and friends. A tribute card is sent to
the family telling them of your kindness to
Trees of Hope.

Also, a gift* to Trees of Hope is an ideal way
to remember a birthday, anniversary or
other special occasion. A special card will be
sent to the honoree to let them know of your
kindness benefitting Houston’s homeless on
their behalf.

#Gifts may be mailed, faxed or sent by email to
the Trees of Hope office. Please include the
name and address of the person you wish to
honor or remember



E_xclusivclg bcncfiting Star of Hopc,

Scrving Houston’s homeless since 1907.

Trees of Hope was founded in 1990 as a
non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization with
the specific purpose to conduct fund
raising activities for the exclusive benefit
of Star of Hope, Houston’s largest
agency for the homeless.

$450, 000 gift to Star of Hope

2009 Star Light Star Bright Gala co chairs Kelley Lubanko
and Mary Rothwell were excited to present Star of Hope
President and CEO, Hank Rush with proceeds of their
event. The check presentation was a part of the Trees of

Hope Guild spring party, “Bellini's and Bites".

Please help Houston’s homeless!

Gifts may be made to Trees of Hope year round in support of Star of Hope.
Thank you for your help.

Feed a Child! women and children comprise
the fastest growing segment among the homeless
population. The average age of a homeless person
is 9 years. A child without nutritious food is unable
to learn, and thus cannot grow properly to help end
the cycle of homelessness in his family. Won't you
help us “Feed a Child” with a suggested gift
| ’ld amount of $100. No gift is too large or too small.

Give to The Hope Tree to fund specific needs of
Star of Hope and its children, homeless because of family
consequences out of their control. Opportunities for gifts
to the Hope Tree include an Annual Physical & Immuniza-
tions for one child $300, Diapers for one baby for one
month $250, School Uniforms & Supplies for one child
$150, Therapy for one session for one child $75, Food for
a Family of three for one year $7,500, Childcare staff salary
for one year $27,000, Teen Coordinator’s Salary $38,000.

We have enclosed an Honor/Memorial envelope for your special gift!




